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1,0  NO-  PACK. 


In  l!io  year  1723,  Colonel  Ridley  returned 
'om  India,  willi  what,  in  those  days,  was 
accounted  an  immense  fortune,  and  retired 
to  a  country  seat  on  the  banks  of  North 
Tyne  in  Northumberland.  The  house  was 
rebuilt  and  furnished  with  every  tiling  ele- 
gant and  costly;  and  amongst  others,  a 
service  of  plate  supposed  to  be  worth  £1(XX). 
He  went  to  London  annually  with  his  family, 
during  a  few  of  tlie  whiter  months,  and  at 
these  times  there  were  but  few  left  at  his 
country  house.  At  tlie  time  we  treat  of, 
there  were  only  tliree  domestics  remained 
there;  a  maid  servant,  whose  name  was  Alice, 
kept  the  house,  and  there  were  besides,  an  old 
man  and  a  boy,  the  one  threshed  the  corn^ 
and  the  other  took  care  of  some  cattle,  for 
the  two  plouglun^.n  were  boarded  in  houses 
of  their  own. 

One  afternoon  as  Alice  was  sitting  spin- 
ning some  yarn  for  a  pair  of  stockings  to 
herself,  a  pedhir  entered  the  hall  with  a 
comical  pack  ou  bis  back.    Alice  had  se^n 
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as  long  a  pack,  and  as  broad  a  pack ;  but 
n  pack  equally  long,  broad,  and  thick,  she 
d(^.(Jared  she  never  saw.  It  was  al)out  the 
uiiddie  of  whi  ter,  when  the  days  were  short, 
aiid  the  nights  cold,  long,  and  wearisome 
The  pedlar  was  a  liandsonie,  well  ckessed  man, 
and  very  likely  to  be  a  very  agr  eeable  com- 
panion for  such  a  maid  as  Alice,  on  such  a 
night  as  that ;  yet  AHce  dciclared,  that  from 
the  very  hrst  she  did  not  like  hiiri  greatly, 
and  though  he  introduced  himself  with  a  lit- 
tle ribaldry,  and  a  great  deal  of  flattery  in- 
terlarded, yet  wlien  he  came  to  ask  a  night's 
liKli^ifigj  lie  met  wiih  a  }5eremptf)ry  refusal : 
he  jested  on  the  sulsjt^ct,  said  be  !?elieved  she 
was  in  the  rigfst,  for  that  it  woiild  scarcely 
be  safe  to  trust  hlin  under  the  saii^e  roof  with 
such  a  sweet  and  beaiitiki!  crea.tiire— Alice 
was  an  old  maid,  and  any  thing  but  beauti- 
ful—He  then  took  her  on  his  knee,  caressed 
and  kissed  lier,  but  all  would  not  do.  "  No, 
she  would  not  consent  to  bis  staying  there." 

But  are  you  really  goin^'  to  put  me  away 
to  night?"  Yes/'  <^^lndeed,  my  dear 
gu'l,  you  must  not  be  so  unreasonable;  I 
am  come  straight  from  Newcastle,  where  I 
have  been  puicliasing  a  fresh  stock  of  goods, 
wliich  are  so  heavy,  that  I  cannot  travel 
far  with  them,  and  as  the  people  around  are 
all  of  the  poorer  sort^^  I  will  rathei  make 
you  a  present  of  the  finest  shawl  in  my  pack 
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beft)re  I  go  further."  At  the  mentioning 
pf  the  shawl,  the  [)icture  of  dellhenition  waa 
ponrtraye<l  in  lively  coloiirs  on  Alice's  face 
fi)r  a  litde;  but  her  [iniJence  overcaine. 

No,  bhe  was  l)ut  a  S-crvaiit,  and  had  orders 
to  Iiarltoiir  no  [)(!r.son  about  tlie  house  hul 
such  as  came  on  Ijubiness,  nor  t!ie.se  eifJier 
unless  she  was  well  ac([ualnted  with  them 

What  the  worse  can  you,  or  yourmastei; 
or  ary  one  else  he,  of  suHerlng*  me  to  tarrj? 
until  the  nH)rning'?"  I  entreat  you  d  i 
not  insist,  for  hei'e  von  cannot  he."  "  Bi  t 
indeed,  I  arn  not  ahle  to  cany  my  goofi^i 
further  to-iug-ht."  ^'  llien  you  nnist  leave 
them  or  get  a  horse  to  cai'ry  them  awav.^ 

Of  all  the  sweet  inflexible  being's  ihaf 
ever  were  made,  you  certainly  are  the  chief 
But  1  cannot  blame  you,  your  resolution  h 
Just  and  right.  Weil,  well,  mn-^-  ^ 
inav  h*^-  ^  ^liuwi  ixts-vu  4.4ivj.iyij  aiid  gx>  searcfc 
for  lodgings  myself  somewhere  else,  for, 
fatigued  as  I  am,  it  is  as  much  as  my  iiib 
is  worth  to  endeavour  n^v^^A^^r  *he:nf.::Ujc-r.*' 
A!f«*^  ivns  *.^uicr  taken  at  her  word  :  she 
wanted  nothing  tn  do  with  his  goods  :  thf? 
man  Wcis  displeased  at  lier,  ajid  foir.bt 
aoj'Use  her  of  stealiiig  some  of  tliem  ;  l)iit 
it  was  an.  a.  eniiitive  die  iiad  [)ro[)osed,  nnJ 
agauist  which  she  could  start  no  plausiu'ia 
oijjection ;  so  she  cons-ented,  tliough  with 
luuch  reli;i:Uuice.---^* \va%  the  j[ia€k  will  H 


better  out  of  your  way/  said  he,  *«an(I 
safer,  if  you  will  he  so  kind  as  lock  it  by 
in  some  room  or  closet."  iShe  then  led  him 
iiito  a  low  ])arlour,  where  he  placed  it  care- 
iilly  on  two  chairs,  and  went  away,  wishing 
Alice  a  good  niL;ht. 

When  old  Alice  and  the  pack  were  left 
together  in  the  large  house  by  themselves, 
she  felt  a  kind  of  undefined  terror  come  over 
ler  mind  about  it.    "  What  can  be  in  it 
aid  she  to  herself,  **that  makes  it  so  heavy  ?' 
nrely  when  the  man  carried  it  this  leuirth 
he  mii^lit  have  carried  it  farther  too. — It  is 
a  coiifonndedly  queer  pack  ;   Til  go  and 
hok  at  it  once  again,  and  see  what  1  think 
is  in  it;  and  suppose  1  should  liandle  it  all 
round,  I  may  then  perhaps  have  a  good 
guess  what  is  in  it." 

Alice  went  cautiously  and  fearfully  into 
Uie  parlour  and  opened  a  wall-i[:)ress — she 
wanted  nothing  in  the  press,  indeed  she 
never  looked  into  it,  for  her  eyes  were  fixed 
on  the  pack,  and  the  longer  she  hK)ke(J  at 
it  slie  liked  it  the  woi-se ;  and  as  to  liandling 
U,  sfie  would  not  have  touched  it  for  all  that 
it  contained,  She  came  again  into  the 
kiu  hen  and  conversed  with  herself.  She 
Uiought  of  the  man's  earnestness  to  leave 
it — of  its  monstrous  shape,  and  every  cir- 
cumstance connected  with  it :  they  were  aD 
i2jstarbiiS|  and  she  was  convinced  in  her 
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own  mind,  that  there  was  something  un- 

canay  if  not  uneartJdy  in  the  pack« 

What  siinnlses  will  not  fe^ir  give  rise  to 
in  tlie  inuul  of  a  woman  !  She  lighted  a 
raouhitHJ  caiKile,  ant!  went  ag^ain  nito  the 
parltMir,  chised  the  window  shutters,  and 
barred  them  ;  l)ut  before  she  came  out,  she 
set  herself  upright,  held  iii  tier  breath,  and 
took  another  steady  and  scrutinizing  look 
of  the  pack.  God  of  mercy!  She  saw  it 
moving,  as  visibly  as  she  ever  saw  my 
thing  in  her  life.  Every  hair  on  her  head 
stornl  upright.  Every  mch  of  flesh  on  her 
body  crept  like  a  nest  of  pismires.  Sh^ 
hasted  into  the  kitchen  as  fast  as  she  coidd, 
for  her  knees  bent  under  the  terror  that  had 
overwhelmed  the  heart  of  poor  Alice.  She 
pufied  out  the  cantUe,  lighted  it  again,  and 
not  being  able  to  find  a  candlestic,  though 
a  dozen  stood  on  the  slielf  in  the  fore  kitclien, 
she  set  it  in  a  water-jug,  an<l  ran  out  to  the 
barn  for  old  Richard.  Oh,  for  mercy, 
Richard,  make  ha^te,  and  come  into  the 
huise.     Come  RichanL''    "  ^^hv, 

what  is  the  matter  Alice?  what  is  wrono-?" 
"  i^h,  Richard  !  a  pedhircame  into  the  hall 
entreating  for  a  lodging.  Well,  I  would 
noUethnn  stay  on  any  account,  and  behold, 
he  is  gone  off  and  lei't  his  pack."  And 
what  is  the  great  matter  in  that?''  said 
Richard.    '^I  will  wager  a  penny  he  will 


hjok  after  It,  before  it  shall  look  after  him." 

But,  oh  Ricliardj  I  tremble  to  tell  you. 
We  are  all  g-one  for  It  is  a  livhjg  pack." 

A  living-  {Jcick  !"  said  Richard,  staring  at 
Alice,  and  lelting  his  chops  fall  down. 
Richard  had  just  lifted  his  flail  over  his  head 
to  begin  threshing  a  sheaf;  but  when  he 
heard  of  a  living  pack,  he  dropped  one  end 
of  tlie  hand-staff  to  the  flour,  and  leaning  i 
on  the  otlier,  took  such  a  look  at  Alice.  ^ 
Se  knew  long  before  that  Alice  was  beau- 
tiful; he  knew  that  ten  years  before,  but 
he  nev  er  tof4  si  ch  a  look  at  lier  in  his  life. 

A  living  pack  !"  said  Kichaid.  "  Why 
the  woman  is  mad  without  all  dind^t."  Oh, 
Richard  !  come  away.  Heaven  knows  what 
is  in  it !  but  1  saw  it  moving  so  plainly  as 
I  see  you  at  present.  Make  haste,  and 
come  away  Richard."  Richard  did  not  stand 
to  expostulate  any  longer,  nor  even  to  put 
on  his  coat,  but  followed  Alice  into  the 
house,  assinring  her  by  the  way,  that  it  was 
nothing  but  a  whim,  and  of  a  piece,  with 
many  of  her  phaiitasies.  ^'  But,"  added 
he,  "of  all  the  Ibollsh  ideas  that  ever  pos- 
sessed your  brain,  this  is  the  most  unfeasible, 
uniiaturaJ,  and  impossible.  How  can  a 
pack,  made  up  of  na[)kins,  and  muslins, 
and  cordui'oy  breeches  perhaps,  ever  become 
alive  ?  It  is  even  worse  than  to  suppose  a 
horse's  hair  will  turn  an  eel."    So  sayings 


9 

he  lifled  the  candle  out  of  the  ^u^.  and 

tuniing'  about,  never  stopped  till  be  had  laid 
lii.s  Ufiui]  on  the  pnvk.  ^eit  the  deals 

i\\<i\  snvvouuiUtd  eiigri.-^  to  preveut  the 
g-ood^  heing  I'unipled  and  spoiled  by  carry- 
hi*^^  the  amh  that  h(Miiid  it^  and  the  canvass 
in  which  it  was  wraj^p^rJ.  The  pack  was 
well  enough,  he  found  noug-ht  al)Out  it  that 
other  packs  wanted.  It  was  just  like  other 
packs  made  up  of  the  same  stuff.  He  saw 
nought  that  ailed  it.  And  a  g-ood  larg-e 
pack  it  was.  It  would  coast  the  honest  man 
£200,  if  not  more,  it  would  cost  him  £300 
or  £350  if  the  goods  were  fine.  But  he 
would  make  it  all  up  again  by  cheating 
fools  like  A  lice,  with  his  g^ew^gaw^s.'^  Alice 
testified  some  little  disappointment  at  seeing 
R.ic!iard  unconvinced,  even  by  ocular  proof! 
She  washed  she  had  never  seen  him  or  it 
howsomever;  for  she  was  convinced  there 
w^as  something  mysterious  about  it;  that 
they  were  stolen  goods  or  something  that 
wviy ;  and  she  was  terrified  to  stay  m  the 
liouse  witii  it.  But  Richard  assured  her 
the  pack  was  a  right  eruMigh  pack. 

During  this  conversation,  in  comes 
^cildward.  He  was  a  lad  about  sixteen  years 
ci'  age,  son  to  a  coal-ilriver  on  the  border 
— was  [)ossessed  of  a  good  deal  of  humour 
and  ingemiity,  but  somewhat  roguish, 
forward,  and  commonly  very  ragged  m  his 
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iippard.  He  xras  about  tKic  time  who% 
intent  on  slioolln:^  the  cro\?s  and  birds  of 
various  kindsj  Ihct  alighted  in  whole  flocks 
where  ho  fod^^l^rcd  the  cattle*  He  had 
boTiglit  a  hrija  oM  miliSnry  gun,  wliich  he 
denwmlaatcij  Gr^c^liag^^n,  and  was  continu- 
ally thiindering  away  at  them.  He  seldom 
killed  any,  il  ever;  but  he  once  or  twice 
knocked  ofl"  a  few  featliers,  and  after  much 
narrow  inspection,  discovered  some  drops 
of  blood  on  the  snow.  He  was  at  this  very 
moment  come  in  a  great  haste  for  Copen- 
hagen, having  seen  a  glorious  chance  or 
sparrows,  and  a  robin-reii-hreast  among 
them,  feeding  on  the  site  of  a  corn  rick,  but 
hearing  them  talk  of  somethirig  mysterious, 
and  a  Uving"  pack,  he  pri<:ked  up  his  ears, 
and  was  all  attention. — "  Faith  Alice," 
said  he,     if  you  will  let  me.  111  shoot  it." 

Hold  your  peace,  )^ou  fool,"  said  Richard. 
Edward  took  the  candle  fi'om  Richard,  who 
still  held  it  in  his  hand,  and,  gliding  down 
the  passage,  (^Iged  up  the  pai  lour  door,  and 
watched  the  p<ick  attentively  tor  alR)ut  two 
minutes.  He  then  canie  hack  with  a  spring 
and  with  l(K)ks  very  ditlerent  from  those 
which  re^datixl  his  fe^atures  as  he  went 
down.  As  sure  as  he  had  death  to  meet 
with  he  saw  it  stirring.  "  Hold  your  peace, 
you  fool,"  said  Richard,  Edward  swore 
again  that  he  saw  it  stirring;*;  but  wheth» 
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really  ^  thought  so,  or  only  said  so,  is 
hard  to  determine,  Faith,  Alice,''  said 
he  ag-ain,  "if  you  will  let  me,  111  shont  it" 
"  I  tell  you  to  hold  yom-  j»eace,  you  fool,"  said 
Richard,  No," said  Edward,  "in  the  iiwih 
titude  of  counsellors  there  is  safety  ;  and  1  will 
maintain  this  to  he  oiu*  safest  plan.  Our 
master's  house  is  consigned  to  our  care,  and 
the  wealth  that  it  contains  may  tempt  some 
people  to  use  stratagems.  Now,  if  we  open 
up  the  man's  pack,  he  may  pm-sue  us  for  dam- 
ages to  any  amount,  but  if  I  shoot  it,  what 
amends  can  he  get  of  me  ?  If  there  is  any 
thing  that  should  not  be  there,  Lord,  how  I 
will  pepper  it !  And  if  it  is  lawfid  goods,  he 
can  only  make  me  pay  for  the  few  that  art 
damaged,  which  I  will  get  at  valuation ;  so,  it 
none  of  you  will  acquiesce,  I  will  take  all  the 
blame  upon  myself,  and  ware  a  shot  upon 
it"  Richard  said  whatever  was  the  conse- 
Quence  he  would  be  blameless.  A  hal^ 
delirious  smUe  rather  distorted  than  beauti- 
fied Alice's  pretty  face,  but  Edward  tcx)k  of 
for  an  assent  to  what  he  had  been  advano 
ing,  so,  snatching  up  Cupenbagen  in  one 
hand,  and  the  candle  m  tbeoUier,  be  liasted 
down  the  passage,  and  witbout  be.sirating 
one  moment,  fii*ed  at  the  pack.  Gr.icitMis 
Heaven  !  The  blood  gushed  out  upon  tlie 
floor  like  a  torrent,  and  a  hideous  roar, 
followed  by  the  ^rroans  of  death,  issued 
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from  the  pack.    Edward  dropped  Copen- 

liagen  upon  the  ground,  and  ran  into  the  { 

kitchen  like  one  distracted.  The  kitchen 
v?as  darkishj  for  he  had  left  tlie  cafidle  in 
the  {^arlcHir  ;  so  takhig  to  the  d(H)r  without 
Imut^  a!)Ie  to  utter  a  woni,  lie  ran  to  the 
hiil^5  like  a  wild  roe,  Icjoking  over  each 
sJiouhler  as  fast  as  lie  could  turn  his  head 
from  tJie  one  side  to  tlieother. — Alicetbllowed 
as  fast  as  she  could;  but  lost  half  the  way 
of  Edward.  She  was  all  the  way  sighing 
and  crying  most  pilif  iUy.  Old  Richard 
stood  lor  a  sliort  s}).'ice  rattier  in  a  state  of 
petrefactiooj  but,  at  length,  after  some  hasty 
evicidatioiis,  he  went  into  the  parlour 
1  he  whole  floor  flowed  with  blood;  the 
/^ack  had  thrown  itself  on  the  ground,  but 
llic  ijro'dnc  and  cries  were  ceased,  and  only 
3  \ind  of  guttural  noise  wa:s  lieard  lK)m  it. 
j  Inowiiig  then  that  something  must  i>e  done, 
he  ran  after  his  companions,  and  called  on 
them  to  come  back.  Though  Edward  had 
t^scaped  a  good  way,  and  was  still  perse- 
vering on,  vet^  as  he  never  took  long  time 
iO  cnn.^i'der  of  tfie  fitility  of  any  thing,  hut 
acti^d  iroin  imme^ilnle  inipuLse,  lie  tnj*neO 
'dud  carne  as  last,  brick  ab  he  had  g'oatD 
awny.  Aiirr^  also  canie  homeward,  hiii  more 
thivvlyj  atid  cr\  ing  ev  en  mure  hilierly  than 
Vefbre.  Edward  overtijok  her,  and  was  hold- 
iig  on  his  co^u'se;  but^  as  he  passed,  slie 
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turned  away  her  fiieoj  and  called  him  a 
nnirdereF,  At  the  soimd  of  this  epithet^ 
Edward  171  pde  a  dead  pause,  and  lonked  at 
Alice  with  a  face  inricli  [(Hig-er  than  it  used 
to  he.  Be  drew  in  his  brealh  twice,  as  if 
gx)ing  to  speak,  i>ut  he  oniy  swa!h)wed  a 
great  mouthful  of  a:r,  and  held  his  peace. 

They  were  soon  all  three  in  the  pariouFj 
and. in  no  little  terror  and  agitation  of  rnind, 
unlr,<)sed  tlie  pack,  the  principal  cozii^iodity 
of  which  ^Yl\s  a  stout  young  man,  whom 
Edward  liad  shot  tlirough  the  lieart,  and 
tluis  !)creavM^d  of  existence  In  a  few  niiruites. 
To  paint  the  feelings^  or  even  the  appearance 
of  young  Edward,  during  this  scene  is  iin- 
p/ossihle;  he  acted  little,  spoke  less,  and 
a|)peared  in  a  hopeless  stupor;  the  most  of 
his  emidoyment  consisted  in  gidping  down 
monthfuls  of  breath,  wiping  his  eyes,  and 
staring  at  his  associates. 

It  is  most  generally  believed,  that  when 
Edward  fired  at  tlie  pack,  he  had  not  the 
most  distant  idea  of  shooting  a  man;  but 
seeing  Alice  so  jealous  of  it,  he  thought  the 
Colonel  woidd  approve  of  his  intrepidity, 
and  protect  him  from  being  wronged  by  the 
pedlar ;  and  besidas,  he  had  never  got  a 
chance  of  a  Bhot  at  snch  a  large  thing  in 
his  life,  and  was  curious  to  see  liow  many 
folds  of  the  pedlar't;  nneliaberdashery  ware 
Copenhagenwoulddrr^   '       -ops through. 
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so  ttiat  when  the  stream  of  blood  burst  from 
the  pack,  accompanied  with  the  dying  groans 
of  a  human  being,  Edward  was  certainly 
taken  by  sui-prise,  and  quite  conf(iundf3d ; 
he  indeed  asserted,  as  long  as  he  lived,  that 
he  saw  something  stirring  in  the  pack,  but 
his  eageniess  to  sh(K)t,  and  his  terror  on 
seeing  what  he  had  done,  wliich  was  no  more 
tlian  what  lie  might  have  expected,  had  he 
been  certain  he  saw  the  pack  nioving,  makes 
this  asseveration  very  doul^tful.  'Ihey 
made  all  possible  speed  in  extricating  the 
corse,  intending  to  call  ine<lical  assi^Uint^e, 
but  it  was  too  latC;  tlie  viuil  sj>ark  was  gone 
forever.  Alas!"  said  old  Hichard,  [leaving 
a  deep  sigh,  poor  man,  'tis  all  over  will 
him  !  I  wish  he  had  lived  a  little  longer  U 
have  repented  of  tliis,  for  he  has  surely  diec 
in  a  bad  cause.  Poor  man  !  he  was  some 
body's  son,  and  no  doubt  dear  to  tl^em,  an( 
nobody  can  tell  how  small  a  crime  this  hath 
by  a  regular  gradation,  become  the  fruit 
of."  RicNTiard  came  twice  across  his  ey€ 
with  the  sleeve  of  his  shirt,  for  he  sti^ 
wanted  tlie  coat ;  a  tliouglit  of  a  tende 
nature  shot  tlu'i»ugh  his  heart.  Alas, 
his  parents  ai*e  alive,  how  will  their  hear' 
bear  this,  poor  creatures  srxid  Kichart 
weeping  outright,  ^*  poor  creatures!  G( 
pity  them 

The  way  that  he  was  packed  up 
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artful  and  curious.    His  knees  were  l^rought 

up  towards  his  breast,  and  his  feet  and  legs 
istuflkl  in  a  wcKxlen  box;  aootber  w(K;«len 
box,  a  size  larger,  and  wanting  the  bottom, 
made  up  the  vacancy  betwixt  his  face  and 
biees,  and  there  l)eitig  otdy  one  l()Id  of 
:;anvass  around  this,  he  l)reathed  with  tbe 
gieatest  freedom;  but  it  had  undoubtedly 
3een  the  heaving  of  his  breast  which  had 
I  caused  tlie  movement  noticed  l)y  the  servants. 
» Bis  right  arm  was  within  the  Ik)x,  and  to 
lis  hand  was  tic^d  a  cutlass,  with  which  he 
joidd  rip  himself  from  his  confinement  at 
)iice.    There  were  also  four  loaded  pistols 
ecreted  with  him,  and  a  silver  wind-call. 
)n  coming  to   the   pistols   and  cutlass, 
^  Villain,"  said  old  Richard,     see  what  he 
las  here.    But  I   should   not  call  him 
illain,"  said  he  again,  softening  his  tone, 
'  for  he  is  now  ^one  to  answer  at  that  bar 
?here  no  felse  witness,  nor  l(X[uacious  orator, 
an  bias  the  Justice  of  the  sentence  pro- 
iounced  on  Iiun.     He  is  now  in  the  true 
rorld,  and  1  am  in  the  i'ulse  one.    We  can 
iidge  oidy  from  appearances,  but  thanks  to 
ur  kind  Maker  and  Preserver,  that  he  was 
j^covered,  else  it  is  probable  tbat  none  of 
s  should  have  again  seen  the  light  of  day."* 
-liese  moral  reflections  liom  the  mouth  of 
Id  Richard,  by  degrees  raised  the  spirits  of 
CdwanJ :  he  was  bewildered  in  uncertainty^ 


16  ^ 
and  had  undoubtedly  giveja  himself  up  fo^ 
lost:  but  he  now  began  to  discover  that  h( 
had  done  a  ineritorions  and  manful  action 
a.nd  for  the  first  time,  since  lie  had  tired  tlx 
fatal  shotj  ventured  to  speak,  "  FaitJi  it  wa 
lucky  that  i  shot  theii/'  said  EcJward  ;  b 
neither  of  his  compaiiions  ansAvered  eith 
good  or  bad.    Alice*  though  rather  growl 
desperate^  Ijchaved  and  assisted  at  this  bIoo(" 
afikir,  better  than  might  have  been  ex  pec 
ed.     Edward  survej^ed  the  pistols  all  roun 
two  of  wlucii  were  of  curious  workmanshi 

But  Wiiat  do  you  think  he  was  going 
do  with  all  these?''  said  Edward,  "  1  thi 
you  need  not  ask  tlial/'  answered  Richa] 
Faith  it  was  a  mercy  that  1  shot  afj 
all/'  said  Edward,  ^Mbr  if  we  had  loo| 


iiim  ontj  we  would  have  been  all  dead  i 
minute.    I  have  given  him  a  devil  of 
broadside,  though.    But  look  ye,  Riclian 
Providence  has  directed  me  to  the  right  spd 
for  I  might  as  readily  have  lodged  the  coi! 
tents  of  Copenhagen  in  one  of  these  emp 
h<)xes."      it  has  been  a  deep  laid  scheme 
said  Kichard,  ^Ho  miirder  us,  and  rob  o 
master's  house;   there  must  certainly 
more  concerned  in  it  than  these  two." 

Ideas  beget  ideas,  often  (piite  diflerei 
and  then  otheis  again  in  unspeakable  grac 
tion,  which  run  through  and  shift  in  the  mi 
with  as  much  velocity  as  the  stream 
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[around  the  pole  in  a  frosty  night.  On 
[Richard's  in  en  tinning'  more  concerned,  Ed- 
Iward  instantaneously  thought  of  a  gang  of 
thieves  hy  night — How  he  vvouid  break  the 
leg  of  one— shoot  anotlier  through  the  head 
— and  scatter  them  like  chali'  before  the 
wind.     He  would  rather  slioot  one  robber  on 
pis  feet  or  on  horseback,  than  ten  lying  tied 
lip  in  packs  ;  and  then  what  a  glorious  prey 
)f  pistols  he  would  get  from  the  dead  rascals 
■—flow  he  would  prime  and  load  and  fire 
iway  with  perfect  safety  fj-om  witliin  ! — how 
^lice  would  scream,   and  Richard  wcndd 
)ray,  aud  all  would  go  on  with  the  noise 
Xid  rapidity  of  a  windii:ill,  and  he  woidd 
ccpiire  everlasting  fame.     So  liigli  was  the 
oung  and  ardent  mind  of  Edward  wron^^ht 
p  by  this  train  of  ideas,  that  lie  was  striding 
p  and  down  the  floor,  while  his  eyes  gleamed 
s  with  a  tint  of  madness.    "  Oh  !  if  I  had 
fit  plenty  of  guns,  and  nothing  ado  but 
)  shoot,  how  1  woidd  pepper  tlie  dogs  !'^ 
iiid  he  with  gi^eat  vehemence ;  to  the  no 
Dall  astonishn^ent  of  his  two  associates, 
iho  tliought  him  gone  mad.     "  What  can 
iie  fw)!  mean?"  said  old  Hlchard,  "  W  hat 
in  he  ail  at  the  d(jgs?"    '^(>h,  it  is  rhe 
)bbers  that  I  mean,"  said  Edward.  What 
)bbers,  you  young  fool?"  said  Richard." 
'    Why,  do  not  you  think  that  the  pedlar 
^  ^l  corne  back  at  the  dead  of  the  night,  to 


..he  assistance  of  his  friend,  and  bring  plenty 

of  help  with  him  too,"  said  Edward.  *'  'Hiere, 
is  not  a  doubt  of  it,"   i^aid  oUl  Richard. 

There  is  not  a  doubt  of  it,"  said  Alice 
and  both  stood  up  stiH'  with  fear  and  aston- 
isinnent.       Oh  !  merciful  Heaven!  what  is 
to  become  of  us,"  said  Alice  again,  What 
are  we  to  do  ?"     Let  us  trust  m  the  Lord," 
said  old  Richard.     I  intend,  in  the  first 
place,  to  trust  in  old  Copenhagen,"  said 
iulvvard,  putting  down  the  frizzel,  and 
making  it  spring  up  again  with  a  long  snap 
Hve  or  six  times,  <*But,  good  Lord  1  wha*  j 
are  we  thnikmg-  about?    Til  run  and  gatliei 
in  all  the  guns  in  the  country."  The  impulse  I 
of  the  moment  was  Edward's  monitor.  Off 
he  rail  like  Gre,  and  warn  ted  a  few  of  the 
Colonel's  retainers,  who  lie  knew  kept  guns 
about  them ;  tlie^e  again  warned  others  J  | 
and  at  eight  o'clock,  they  had  twenty-five^ 
men  in  the  house,  and  sixteen  loaxled  pieceSjp^ 
including  Copenhagen,  arid  the  four  pistol  P 
found  on  the  deceased,     l  he.se  were  distri'^ 
buted  amongst  the  front  windrows  in  Ur 
Uf>per  stories,  and  the  re.st  armed  with  [litt ! 
folks,  old  swords,  and  cudgelb,  kept  wai^ 
beJow.     Edward  had  taken  care  to  plat  ' 
himself  with  a  comrade,  at  a  window  ini 
mediately  facing  the  approax^h  to  tlie  housij  | 
and  now,  backed  as  he  was  by  such  a  stron  l ' 
party,  grew  quite  impatient  for  anoth  hi 

due 
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chance  with  his  redoubted  Copanha^n.  All, 

ih(»wever,  reiDaintHl  (jnlet  iinfil  an  hour  past 
jniidnijrht,  wh(;n  it  entenul  into  his  teeming 
I  brain  U)  blow  the  thiefs  biher  wind-call ;  so, 
iwitliont  warning-  any  of  the  rest,  he  sets 
his  bead  out  at  the  window,  and  blew  until 
aU  tlie  liills  and  wcxkIs  aroiuid  yelled  their 
echoes.  Tins  alarnicxi  the  guards,  as  not 
knowing  tlie  meaning  of  it;  but  how  were 
they  astonished  at  hearing*  it  answered  by 
another  at  no  great  distance.  The  state  of 
anxiety  into  which  tliis  sudden  and  unforeseen 
circumstance  threw  our  armed  peasants,  is 
more  easily  conceived  than  described.  The 
fate  of  their  masters  great  wealth, and  even 
their  own  fates,  was  soon  to  be  decided, and 
none  but  He  who  surveys  and  over- rules 
futurity  could  tell  what  was  to  be  the  issue. 
Every  breast  heaved  quicker,  every  breath 
was  cut  short,  every  gun  wrs  cocked  and 
pointed  tov/ard  the  court-gate,every  orb  of 
vision  was  strained  to  discover  the  ap- 
proaching foe,  by  the  dim  light  of  tho 
starry  canopy,  and  every  ear  expanded  to 
catch  the  distant  sounds  as  they  floated 
oil  the  slow  frosty  breeze. 

The  suspence  was  notof  long  continuance. 
In  less  than  five  minutes  the  trampling  of 
i  horses  was  heard,  which  increased  as  they 
ji  approached  to  the  noise  of  thimder,  and  in 
due  course,  a  body  of  men  on  horseback. 


hmordmg  to  tlie  account  given  by  t: 

CoioneFs  people, exceeding  tlieir  ownniu 
ber,  came  up  at^a  basic  trot,  and  began 
enter  the  court  gate.    Edward,  unable  to 
strain  Idmself  any  longer,  iired  CopenhagLii 
m  tlu  ir  laces  :  one  of  the  foremost  dropped,; 
and  his.  horse  niade  a  spring  towards  the; 
hall  door.     This  discharge  was  rather  pic- 
mature^  as  the  wall  still  shielded  a  part  oi 
the   gang   from   the   windows.     It  waSjj 
however,  the  watchword  to  all  the  rest,  nudl 
in  the  course  of  two  seconds,  the  whole  six- 
teen  guns  were  discharged  at  them.    Before  - 
tlie  smoke  dispersed  they  were  all  fled,  nc  | 
doubt  greatly  amazed  at  tlie  reception  whicli  i 
they  met  with.    Edward  and  his  comj'adei 
ran  down  stairs  to  see  how  matters  stood 
for  it  was  their  opinion  that  they  had  Si 
them  everyone,  and  that  their  horses  liac  [ 
taken  flight  at  the  noise,  and  galloped  of  g 
without  them;  but  the  club  below  warmh  I5 
protested  against  them  opening  the  doo:  .-^ 
till  day,  so  they  w^ere  obliged  to  betak<  ^ 
themselves  again  to  their  borth  up  stai 
1  noiigh  our  peasants  had  gathered  uj 
llttl e  CO urage  and  confideo  ce  in  them sel v ^ 
their  situation  was  curious,  and  to  them 
dreadful  one;  they  saw  and  heard  a  part 
their  fellow  creatures  moaning  andexpirh  , 
in  agonies  in  the  open  air,  wnich  was  inter 
selycold,  yet  durst  notgo  in  to  administe  k 


the  least  relief^  for  fear  of  a  siirjirlse.  An 
hour  or  two  after  this  great  brush,  Edward 
and  his  messmate  descended  again ,  and 
beg-ged  hard  for  leave  to  go  and  reconnoitre 
for  a  few  minutes,  which  after  some  disputes 
was  granted.  They  found  only  four  mei) 
fallen,  who  appeared  to  be  all  quite  dead. 
One  of  them  Wcis  lying  xvi'imi  the  porch. 

Faith,"  said  Edward,  ^' herd's  thj  cliap 
that  1  shot"  The  other  tliT'ee  r;ere  without 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  each  other. 
They  durst  not  follow  their  track  farther, 
as  the  road  entered  betwixt  Toves  of  trees, 
but  retreated  into  their  posts  without  toucliing 
any  thing. 

■  About  an  hour  before  day,  some  of  tliem 
k¥ere  alarmed  at  hearing  the  sound  of  horses 
feet  a  second  time,  which,  however,  was  only 
indistinct  and  heard  at  considerable  intervals, 
md  nothing  of  them  ever  appeared.  Not 
ibng  after  this,  Edward  and  his  friend  were 
dmost  frighttned  out  of  their  wits,  at  seeing, 
fes  they  thought,  the  dead  man  within  the 
^ate,  endeavouring  to  get  up  and  escape, 
riiey  had  seen  him  dead,  lying  surround- 
ed by  a  deluge  of  congealed  blood,  and 
nothing  but  the  ideas  of  ghosts  and  hobgob- 
lins entering  their  brains,  they  were  sc 
■indiscreet  as  never  to  think  of  fning,  but 
ran  and  told  the  tale  of  horror  to  some  of 
j  their  neighbours.    I  he  sky  was  by  tliis 
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time  grown  so  dark,  that  nothing  could  be 
seen  with  precision,  and  that  they  all  re- 
mained in  anxious  incertitude,  until  the 
oi)ening  day  discovered  to  them,  by  degrees, 
that  the  corpses  were  rem o veil,  and  nolliing 
leil  but  large  sheets  of  frozen  blood,  and 
the  moruiog's  alarms  by  the  ghost  and  the 
noise  of  liorses,  fiad  been  occasioned  by  some 
of  tlie  friends  of  the  men  tliat  Irnd  fallen, 
conveying  tliem  away  for  fear  of  a  dis- 
covery. 

Next  morning  the  news  flew  like  fire, 
and  the  tluree  servants  were  much  incommoded 
by  crowds  of  idle  and  oflicious  people  that 
gathered  about  tlie  house,  some  hiquiring 
after  the  smallest  particulars,  some  begging 
to  see  the  body  that  lay  in  the  parloiu*,  and 
others  pleased  themselves  with  poring  over 
the  slieets  of  crimson  ice,  and  tracing  the 
drops  of  blood  on  the  road  down  the  wood. 
The  Colonel  had  no  a)untr}^  factor,  nor  any 
particular  friend  in  the  neighbourhood,  so 
the  affair  was  not  pursued  with  tliat  speetl 
tvliich  was  requisite  to  the  discovery  of  the 
accom])lices,  which  if  it  had,  woidd  have 
been  productive  of  some  very  unpleasant 
circumstance,  by  involving  sundry  respect- 
able lamEies,  as  it  allerwards  appeared  but 
too  evidently*  Dr.  Herbert,  the  physiclau, 
who  attended  tlie  family  occasional!  v,  wrote 
to  th0  Cobmdp  by  post^  concerning  the  a{llur« 
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but  though  he  lost  no  time,  It  was  ilid  Mh 
day  before  he  arrived  Then  indeed  ailver- 
tisements  were  issued,  and  posted  up  in  all 
public  [»laces,  ofrerinG"  rewards  for  a  discov- 
ery of  any  person  killed  or  wounded  of  late. 
All  the  dead  and  sick  williin  twerity  niiles 
V^ere  inspected  by  medical  men,  and  a  most 
extensive  search  made,  but  to  no  purjjose. 
It  was  too  late :  all  was  secured,  borne 
indeed  were  missing,  but  plausible  pretences 
being  made  for  their  absence,  nothing  could 
oe  done.  But  certain  it  is,  sundry  of  these 
were  never  seen  any  more  in  the  country, 
though  many  of  tl^  neiglibourhood  declared 
they  were  such  people  as  nobody  could 
suspect. 

The  body  of  the  unfortunate  man,  who 
was  shot  in  the  pack,  lay  open  for  inspec- 
tion a  fortnight,  but  none  would  ever  ac- 
knowledge so  much  as  having  seen  him. 
The  Colonel  then  caused  him  to  be  buried  at 
Bellingham,  but  it  was  confidently  reported, 
that  his  grave  was  opened  and  his  cors 
taken  away.  In  short,  not  one  engaged 
n  this  base  and  bold  attempt  was  ever  dis- 
covered. A  constant  watch  was  kept  b , 
oight  fcr  some  time    The  Colonel  rewarded 
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ev  ery  niglit.    Alice  was  married  to  a  tobac^ 
eonist  at  Hexam.    Edward  was  made  the 
CoJoners  gamekeeper  J  and  had  a  present  of 
%  flue  g{)ld»niounted  gun  given  him.  Hi 
master  afterwards  procured  him  a  commis 
sion  in  a  re!ximent  of  foot,  where  he  sufFera 
many  misfiirtmies  and  disappomtments.  I 
was  shot  through  the  shoulder  at  the  battl 
of  FontenoYj  but  reco verted,  and  retirin 
on  half- pay 5  took  a  small  farm  on  tlie  Scott ^ 
side.    His  character  was  that  of  a  bra 
but  rash  officer;  kind,  generous,  and  opi 
1 1  ear  ted  in  all  situations.    I  bave  often  st 
at  ills  knee  and  h'stened  with  wonder  c 
aniasement  to  his  stories  of  battles  and  seig 
but  none  of  them  ever  pleased  me  beti.r 
tlian  that  of  the  Long  Pack. 

Alas !  his  fate  is  fast  approaching  to 
all !  he  hath,  many  years  ago,  sul)niitted 
the  compieror  of  all  mankind.     His  bra 
heart  is  n(nv  a  clod  of  the  valley,  and  1 
gray  hairs  recUne  in  peace  on  tbat  pillo j 
from  w  hich  his  head  shall  be  raised  onl 
when  time  shall  be  no  more. 


